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From the Editor

We expect to publish the next newsletter in May,
1999. If you know someone who did not receive this
issue, but has an interest in Trinity United Methodist
Church or the cemetery, please contact W.M.
Tramel at (601) 956-3135 or at 1060 Briarfield Rd.,
Jackson, MS 39211.

Homecoming Celebration — Sunday, July
18, 1999

Our annual Homecoming in 1999 will be at the usual
time - the 3" Sunday in July. There will be a special
treat for all of us: singing, preaching, dinner on the
grounds, and lots of discussion about our heritage.

Highlights of the 151 *' Anniversary
Celebration on Sunday, July 19, 1998

Trinity United Methodist Church homecoming was
held on July 19™ with many people returning to their
roots. The worship service consisted of singing by
the congregation and special singing by The T'’s. Dr.
Robert “Bob” Bowling, pastor of Oak Grove United
Methodist Church in Decatur, Georgia, brought the
message during the morning hour on “Our Place in
the Great Line of Splendor” — Ephesians 1:15-23 (Dr.
Bowling’s message appears later).

In the afternoon session, Dariel Boykin informed the
group on when, where, and how the “Boykins” came
to and settled in Smith County, as well as the Boykin
connection with other families in the area. It was a
great day and enjoyed by all who attended, with
people coming from Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana,
Virginia, and Mississippi.

Oscar Dukes (Rt.1, Raleigh, MS) getting the tables
and food ready for dinner.

Rev. James C. Kelly (Raleigh, MS) along with others
tracing their heritage.
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Some of the Bowlings get together again at
homecoming, July 19, 1998. Left to right: Rev. Bob
and Robin Bowling (Decatur, GA), Peggy Gates
(Hattiesburg, MS), Rachel Tramel (Raleigh, MS),
John and Peggy Bowling (Huntsville, AL). A good time
for families to get together, July 18, 1999.

photograph of the cemetery.

The following is a reproduction of the message
brought to us by Dr. Robert “Bob” Bowling at
homecoming on July 19, 1998. Bob’'s message is
reproduced primarily for the benefit of those who
were unable to attend. It is a great message about
our heritage.

Our Place In The Great Line of Splendor
Ephesians 1:15-23.

“The grass withers; the flower fades; but, the Word of the Lord shall endure forever.”
Isaiah 40:7

Recently, a scientist made this observation: the technological advancements of
the twentieth century are mind boggling. In the past ninety-eight years, we have seen
the development and perfection of the automobile, the splitting of the atom, perfection
of air travel, the management of information, the ability to communicate with distant
places on the face of the earth, as well as outer space and great advancements in
medicine. We have hurled men and women into space and there are footprints in the
dust on the face of the moon - which by the way occurred two days after the birth of our
daughter and on my father’s sixtieth birthday. Again and again the space shuttle has
been lifted into space for months at a time - even as joint efforts with nations that were
once our enemies - and then returned safely - all 22000 tons of it and landed safely in
the desert or on a landing strip in Florida. And yet with all of these technological
achievements, medical advances and scientific accomplishments, NO ONE HAS BEEN
ABLE TO IMPROVE ON GOING HOME!"

As | stand before you this morning in this very significant place to all of us - | must
confess unashamedly that | agree whole heartedly with the scientist's observation. We
have gathered for the 151st homecoming celebration of Trinity Church. We have come
from the four corners of the earth. For some of us it was a matter of just a few miles.
For some it was a great distance. For some it was the fulfillment of a wish and for
others it is a dream that has come true. For me, it is so much of the latter. Since
answering the call to preach over thirty years ago, | have had a desire to stand in this
place, where my dear father and grandfather and grandmother, my great grandfather
and great grandmother found meaning and where they gave their hearts to the Lord. It
is so wonderful to come to this our spiritual home - to be with one another; to celebrate
Homecoming.

As | was preparing for this service, which | began twelve months ago, | turned to
my Bible and especially to the book of Ephesians, | found these inspiring words of the
Apostle Paul. He is most grateful for the folks who comprised the spiritual home of the
church of the Ephesians. He felt a direct line of connection with this group of the body
of Christ. Just as he was connected with that body in Ephesus, you and | are connected
with this Body of Christ that is known as Trinity church. We stand in our place in the
line of those who have gone before and those who will come this way in the future. It is
a marvelous thing that we celebrate.

I. WE STAND IN OUR PLACE IN THE GREAT LINE OF SPLEN DOR AT THIS PLACE
OF FAITH!

Trinity church is truly a place of faith! It was faith that created it; it is faith that has
been passed on from generation to generation. We gather to remember our fathers and
mothers of the faith. More than anything else, that is the common thing that holds us
together. This is a place of faith! It is holy ground.

In the Old Testament, we all know the story of Moses and the burning bush. The
children of Israel were in slavery in Egypt. They were suffering and the groans of their
spirits reached heaven. Moses was a shepherd! He was a farmer! He had been raised
by Pharaoh’s daughter in the palace and was now working for his father-in-law as a
shepherd. While watching his sheep, he noticed that a bush was burning and yet it was
not being consumed - it was not burning up! A voice came from the burning bush. It
was the voice of the Living God. The voice said, “Moses! Moses!” and Moses said,
“Here | am.” “Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place
where you are standing is holy ground.” Then God said, “I am the God of your father,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob!”

Moses found his place in the line of faith and saw to it that faith in the Living God
would continue. Later in the conversation, God reminded Moses that he had seen the
suffering of his people and was going to use him to lead his children out of slavery.
When Moses objected, God reminded him that he would be with him. Every excuse
Moses gave, God had a answer! | will be with you. Tell my people that | sent you and
that | Am That | AM! Go and tell my children that | have hope for them and they can put
their faith and hope in me. Tell them to find their place in the line of faith.

Reading this marvelous story, you can see the parallels with this body of Christ -
Trinity Church. God has spoken to generations his hope and love to those in the Great
Line of Splendor before us. Because of them, we have gathered here and we almost
want to take our shoes off for we are standing on holy ground. Every person of faith has
some place of faith to stand in the place in the great line of splendor for faith is often
more caught than taught! For me, personally, It was here that God touched the heart of
my father Selby Clark Bowling with his amazing grace! It was here that my grandfather -
Lorenzo Franklin Bowling’s heart was touched by that same Amazing grace! It was here
that my grandmother - Julia Clark Bowling - lived in faith! It was here that my great
grandfather and great grandmother - William Fletcher Bowling and Acenith Vansant
Bowling were people of faith. Each of you has a place of holy ground upon which we
stand today and it is an awesome God who has blessed us.

Il. WE STAND IN OUR PLACE IN THE GREAT LINE FOR THI S IS A PLACE OF
FAMILY!IT IS A PLACE OF FRIENDS!

We have returned this morning to be at this place of family and friends. In his
letter to the Ephesians in the third chapter, the Apostle Paul prays for the church family
at Ephesus. He says, “For this reason, | kneel before the Father, from whom his whole
family in heaven and on earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he
may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in
love, may have power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that
you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

Isn't it possible that you and | can pray the prayer of St. Paul in giving thanks and
so that we can know the height, length, breadth and width of the love of God through
the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Can you imagine what our lives would be like



without our heritage - our family. This is where our roots of faith and love were
nourished.

Here, you and | can stand and look out on those who have gone before and know
beyond a shadow of doubt that we are people of faith. | believe that this faith is more
often caught than taught and it has been passed down through this great line of
splendor to each of us. For some, it may not have been through Trinity Church - but my
dear friends the great line of splendor has passed from one generation to another
around the world and in some small measure we know the height, breadth, length and
width of the grace, mercy and love of God through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Last year, when | came to my first homecoming, the 150th of Trinity Church, | was
fascinated to find out so much about my family and the friends of my family. | was
blessed to see them and to meet and know the daughter of my grandmother’s best
friends. | believe with all of my being that family and friends are the great treasure that
we store up in heaven - where moth and rust do not corrupt nor do thieves come in and
steal. It was amazing that | knew so few when | came last year and immediately
because of my place in the line of family and friends we were able to let the years melt
away and immediately | knew you as if | had known you all of my life. Definitely, we
stand in the line of family and friends.

Ill. WE STAND IN THE GREAT LINE OF SPLENDOR SURROUN DED BY FANS
THAT ARE ENCOURAGING US ON.

Who are these fans that are surrounding us and encouraging us on - cheering us
on to the finish line? They are the saints of the faith.

The Apostle Paul considered them to be of great importance. In his prayer for the
Ephesians, he says, “| pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have
power, together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is
the love of Christ and to know this love that surpasses all knowledge - that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” The saints are those who have been
faithful and now we have the ability to know as they know, through faith, the love of
God through Christ Jesus our Lord.

In his letter to the Hebrew Christians, the Apostle Paul writes, “Therefore, since
we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that
hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race
marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith,
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God.”

We are surrounded by saints, by witnesses, by fans who are cheering for us as
we run our race of life.

Personally, | grew up in a home where my father was such a great influence on
my life and faith. | knew my grandmother and the struggles she had as a mother trying
to raise her eight children. She was married for twenty years and she was a widow for
over fifty years. Times were hard, but she was faithful! | never knew my grandfather for
he died when my father was three. | never knew my great grandfather and great
grandmother. Now, they are all gone. However, | am convinced that they are part of the
great cloud of witnesses; the saints; the fans that are pulling for us as we run the race
of life with perseverance that is set before us. We have a place in the great Line of
Splendor and we will run the race that is before us.

IV. THEN, TOO, WE STAND IN THE GREAT LINE OF SPLEND OR WITH THOSE
WHO HAVE A FUTURE!

We worship not only a God of the past and the God of the present; we also
worship the Living and Eternal God that has a future for all the faithful. Faith did not
end with our forefathers and mothers! Faith cannot end with us. Some one has
observed that the Christian Faith is only one generation away from extinction! That is
true, so it behooves you and me to remember that we stand in our place in the great
line of splendor to pass on to our children and our children’s children this faith that has
been passed on to us.

The Apostle Paul was passing the faith with a future on to the church at Ephesus;
to the Hebrews who were believers; to the Romans; the Galatians; the Philippians;
Colossians; Thessalonians and on and on. He was simply being faithful to the great
commission - Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all
that | have commanded you. And Lo, | will be with you to the ends of the earth.” Aren't
you glad that the Apostle Paul and other disciples were faithful to that commission? In
the book of the Acts of the Apostles, Jesus was having dinner with the disciples after
the resurrection and he said, You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria and to
the ends of the earth.” Aren’t you glad that the disciples were faithful to the
commission'? Aren't you glad that Augustine and Martin Luther and John Calvin and
John Wesley and Francis Asbury were faithful to the commission? Aren't you glad that
the Boykins and the Clarks and the Bowlings and the Tramels and the Drummonds and
the Smiths were faithful to the great commission? And now, the baton has been passed
to you and me to pass on those who will follow - our children and our children’s children
and our friends in faithfulness to the great commission that the faith will have a future.

Recently in a special edition of “Wired” magazine, Steward Brand wrote about the
oak beams in the ceiling of College Half at New College, which is part of Oxford
University. You probably know that Oxford is the oldest institution of higher learning in
England. It dates back to the 13th century.

Last century, when the beams in the ceiling of College Hall needed replacing,
carpenters used oak trees that had been planted in 1386, when the dining hall was first
built. The 14th century builder had planted those trees in anticipation of the time,
hundreds of years in the future; when the beams would need to be replaced.

Steward Brand wondered: Did the most recent carpenter plan new trees to
replace the beams again a few hundred years from now? Or did they simply use up
what had been carefully provided for them and give no thought to the future'?

Here today, we celebrate those who built the Oaks of faith so that we may have a
future. As we take our place in the great line of splendor, let us continue to let the
seeds of faith grow so that we will do our part for the future of the faith!

Dr. Ernest Cambell made this comment several years ago and | believe is right on
target when he reminds us that we swim in pools we didn’t dig, sit under trees we didn't
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plant, read books we didn’t write, dance to music we didn't compose and worship in
churches we didn’t build.” But now is our opportunity to stand in our place in the great
line of splendor!

Let me close with this. John M. Buchanan, Senior Minister at Fourth Presbyterian
Church in Chicago and Moderator of the Presbyterian Church USA, was invited to be
one of the 25 ecumenical guests at the funeral Mass for Joseph Cardinal Bernardine in
November, 1996. In Dr. Buchanan’s words, “There was something about Cardinal
Bernardin that communicated the basic, essential values of Christian faith to the world
in a way that was uncharacteristically inclusive and gracious. It was that, finally, |
concluded, that we loved about him --Catholic, Protestant, Jewish and Christian
believer; nonbeliever. He simply showed us a better way to be human. When he
forgave his accuser, he simply showed the world an example of the love of St. Paul
described in | Corinthians 13, the love that Jesus expressed on the cross when he
forgave his own executioners. When he simply refused to condemn, exclude or even
criticized his own critics on the left and right -- conservative Catholics who thought he
was far too liberal, liberal Catholics who thought he was far too conservative--he
showed the world something stunningly authentic and good and true.

“And so, the city stopped for almost an entire week, and for a day on Wednesday,
paused to remember and honor. It was impressive; Vice President and Mrs. Gore were
there. Governor and Mrs. Edgar; May and Mrs. Daley. The influential and powerful and
important leaders of the city and the Roman Catholic Church were there. The cathedral
itself was gorgeous, the music wonderful. The homily was delivered by Monsignor
Father Kenneth Velo, Cardinal Bernardin's longtime friend and assistant, who
introduced himself to the congregation and dignitaries in the way he was known to
Cardinal Bernardin's mother, as the regular driver. It was a spirited and warm and
eloquent and sometimes very funny and altogether human address. And as he
concluded with a touching personal word - “Cardinal, eminence. You're home. You're
home.” -- the most remarkable liturgical act | have every witnessed and participated in
occurred. It wasn't listed in the program. | don't think anyone--even with the exquisite
and detailed planning that obviously had taken place--anticipated it. After his remarks,
Father Velo sat down. There was a moment of empty silence. And then, someone
started to applaud. Instantly, everyone joined in. And then everybody stood. The people
in the pews first, and at last, the hierarchy, the bishops and archbishops and cardinals
and papal nuncios--who, because they were seated behind the high altar were actually
facing the congregation and could see it themselves. This wasn't in the liturgical
program. It began appropriately, in the back, and finally they, too, stood to engage in
this unscheduled and remarkable liturgical ovation.” of appreciation for one who stood
in the line.

Thus, you and | are home! We stand in the great line of splendor! Will you join
with me in standing in you place to give an ovation for those of faith; for family and
friends; for our fans and the future. Amen!

Prentiss Bruce

Prentiss Bruce (Rt. 1, Raleigh, MS) is retiring after
15 years of faithful service. Mr. Bruce has been
responsible for the upkeep and maintenance of the
Cemetery and Church grounds since 1983, and has
retired after the 1998 season. Prentiss has been
devoted to duty and has done a great job for all
these years. Thank you, Prentiss!
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Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc.

The Board will have work days, as needed, for
upkeep, maintenance, etc. of the Cemetery and
Church grounds in 1999. If your can and want to help
on some of these work days (usually Saturdays),
please let Davis and Doris Bailey, (Rt. 2, Box 363c,
Raleigh, MS 39153; (601) 789-5681) or the editor
know. We are preparing a list of helpers for 1999
and don't want to miss anyone who wants to be
involved. Ladies and children are welcome. We can
assure you, it will be little work, lots of fun, and
Christian fellowship.

The Board has under study whether to replace the
Church’s roof. However, the Board did decide to put
a small steeple on the Church’s roof when the roof is
replaced.

Trinity Methodist News

Oct 1998

Tramel Family Reunion

The next Tramel reunion will be at the same time
and place as the Trinity United Methodist Church
Homecoming on Sunday, July 18, 1999.

Veteran Headstone — Marker

The Cemetery Association will assist the next of kin
to place a Veteran's Marker for eligible Veterans
buried in Trinity Cemetery who do not now have a
Veteran’s Marker at the grave site. The Veteran's
Marker would not replace the current headstone but
normally would be placed at the foot of the veteran’s
grave. The marker is free and is shipped at
government expense. However, the government
does not pay the cost of placing the marker. The
Association will help you place the marker for free.
Twenty-year reservists are also eligible if they are
entitled to military retirement pay at the time of
death. If the Veteran's kin is interested and needs
help on how to apply, etc., please contact A.D.
Boykin at 5254 Highway 501, Forest, Mississippi
39074. Phone: (601) 536-2013.

Hood Family

John H. Hood (June 25, 1817 — Junl 1, 1892) and
wife Mary A. Hood (December 31, 1826 — July 25,
1895) were early settlers in the Trinity area. Mr.
Hood was a charter member of Trinity Methodist
Church and a Trustee of the Church. He was a large
landowner in the area. Records show that Mr. Hood
was a member of the Board of Supervisors in 1883.
The Hoods moved to this area from near Demopoalis,
Alabama.

Note: The editor needs help from the Hood
descendants to connect to the later generations.
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New Orleans Christian Advocate -
March 4, 1875 — reprint

RALEIGH CIRCUIT, BRANDON DISTRICT,
MISSISSIPPI CONFERENCE - Mr. Editor: The
first Quarterly Conference of the Raleigh
circuit, Brandon district, was held at
Raleigh, Smith county, on the sixth and
seventh of February, 1875, W. B. Hines in
the chair, who presided over the conference
with ability, giving perfect satisfaction

in all his deliberations, and preached on
Saturday and Sunday to the satisfaction of
the audiences. After the sermon on Sunday
the sacrament was administered to a number
of communicants, who felt the love of God
in their hearts. We took up a collection
for the Bishops, and received forty-five
cents over half the assessment. | had
visited all my appointments before the
first Quarterly Conferences, and met with a
warm reception from the brethren on the
circuit. 1 found many who were alive to
religion and to the interests of the
church, though they are generally poor
people. The finances come up slowly, yet we
believe that the hearts of the people are
fully in the cause of Christ. | believe
that the stewards will be energetic in
their collections, and that the people of

the Raleigh circuit will respond to the
calls and wants of the minister as well as
their ability will admit of. Our prayer for

them is that the Lord will bless them in
basket and store this year; that he will
give us health and strength to do the work
assigned to us as a faithful minister in

the Lord, and that we may have a great
revival all round the circuit.

JOHN H. EVANS, P. C.
POLKVILLE, Smith Co., Miss., Feb. 23, 1875

Editor: Our Christian heritage at Trinity can be traced
to preachers such as John H. Evans and other circuit
riders of yesterday years.
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Cemetery Association Improvement

When sending donations for upkeep and
maintenance of the cemetery and church please do
not send cash. Make the check payable to "Trinity
Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc." and send it to the
Secretary-Treasurer of the cemetery association,
W.M. Tramel at 1060 Briarfield Rd. Jackson, MS
39211. You will receive an acknowledgement.
Please also provide the following information.
Thanks.

1. Sender Name

2. Address

3. Amount $10 $25 $50 $100 Other

4. In Honor of

(Name and address)*

5. In Memory of

(Name only)*

* This is necessary so that the honoree or memorial
relative can be notified of your thoughtful gift.




In order to make better plans, you are requested to let us know if you will be able to come to the homecoming on
Sunday, July 18, 1999 (152nd anniversary of Trinity Methodist Church). Complete the following, clip along the
dotted lines, and send to:

W. M. Tramel, 1060 Briarfield Rd., Jackson MS, 3921 1

Name
Address
City State Zip

Telephone

|:| Plan to come. Number in party
|:| Want to come, but will not be able to in 1999.
|:| Plan to come in 2000.

Remarks (tell us something about yourself):

Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc.
Route 2, Box 266
Raleigh, MS 39153




