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From the Editor 

It seems as if I am almost always later getting out these 
newsletters than I intend to be. I start to think about them about 
the time I should have put them in the mail; so by the time I 
actually get them out, it ends up being a month later. I hope this 
newsletter does not disappoint you. 

Hurricane Katrina that came through here on August 29th was 
quite a storm. I know many of you suffered a lot of damage to 
your property, and I hope that you and your family came through 
physically in good shape and recover structurally and 
economically as quickly as possible. 

In Smith County most of us we were without power for a week or 
so. Once you get used to living life with the “luxury” of electricity 
and air conditioning, living without it, even if only for a relatively 
short time, can be quite a trying experience. As I write this (end of 
September), I believe about everyone in the Smith County area 
has their power and telephone service restored; unfortunately, I 
am not one of the lucky ones: although I have electricity, I am still 
without telephone service, and have been told by Bell South that 
it will be the end of October before I will have service restored. If 
you have been unsuccessful in trying to reach me, that is the 
reason why. 

Bill 

2005 Homecoming Celebration 

This year we had 34 people attend the Trinity Homecoming 
celebration on July 17th. Mike & Michelle Thompson , Olen 
Tadlock , Billy Tadlock , and Gary King  sang with the 
accompaniment of Undean Thompson . Nelda Jean Bailey , 
Billie Odom , and Terry Rogers  performed piano and singing 
solos. We then sang several hymns under the direction of Mike 
Thompson. 

After the singing, I showed everyone a number of photographic 
slides in an attempt to get the individuals identified. I was 
successful on several but there were some no one could identify. 
Bob Bailey  made the excellent suggestion (with an 
accompanying financial contribution!) that I publish the slides in 
the newsletter to see if people that were unable to attend could 
help with the identification. I have not had an opportunity to get 
the slides converted yet, so they do not appear in this newsletter; 
but I expect to publish some of them in next year’s May/June 
newsletter. So be on the lookout. 

After the slide presentation, we all visited and shared the plentiful 
food. If you were unable to make Homecoming this year, we 
hope to see you next year – the date is Sunday, July 16th, 2006, 
the third Sunday in July – put it on your calendar now. 

Annual Cemetery Association Meeting  

Prior to Homecoming we had the annual Cemetery Association 
meeting. The following is an abbreviated version of the meeting 
minutes… 

Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc. held its annual meeting 
on Sunday, July 17, 2005, at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
Raleigh, MS. The meeting was called to order at 10:05am by 
Board President, Mickey Thompson . 

The Secretary-Treasurer passed out the minutes of last year's 
annual meeting (July 18, 2004), which were then approved. The 
Secretary-Treasurer went over the financial activity for the past 
year (July 1, 2004 to June 30, 2005). 

The Secretary-Treasurer went over several financial reports, 
including a comparison report showing income and expenses for 
the last several years. 

An election was called to replace Board member and President 
Mickey Thompson, whose term expires in July, 2005. Mickey 
Thompson  was re-elected as President of the Board of Directors 
to serve for five additional years. The President then called for 
the election of a Secretary-Treasurer, whose term also expires 
this month; Bill Tramel  was re-elected as Secretary-Treasurer 
for a one-year term. 

It was brought to the attention of the members that Michael 
Anding  (he currently maintains the church and cemetery 
grounds) asked if he and his family could be buried at Trinity. 
With no dissenting votes it was decided to allow them to have 
burial plots. 

With no other business to cover, the annual meeting adjourned at 
10:25am. The next annual meeting will be July 16, 2006 - the 
third Sunday in July. 

Fence Damage – Again!  

When Hurricane Katrina blew through in late August a pine tree 
was blown across the fence. It seems as if fence repair due to 
tree damage is getting to be a yearly ritual. This time the tree fell 
very near the front gate preventing any entry for a few days. We 
have now cut the tree off the fence, and will be getting the fence 
repaired in the next few weeks. Here’s a picture of the tree while 
it was still on the fence: 

 
 

Missing Persons 

Of the 215 June 2005 newsletters I mailed, the one addressed to 
Mary Middleton  was returned to me as undeliverable. If any of 
you know her new address, please let me know so I can continue 
sending her the newsletter. 
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Burial Policy  

From time to time I get asked about the burial policy for the 
cemetery, so I have included below the official policy as approved 
by the Board of Directors. If there are any questions please talk 
to me or one of the Directors. 

1. The firm or person responsible for performing the burial will 
return the ground near the grave to its normal shape. For 
example, remove excess dirt, etc. from the cemetery. 

2. Members of the corporation and their immediate family 
members may be buried without cost. You become a 
member by making a contribution (money or services). 
Membership terminates with death or two years after the last 
contribution -  Article V in the bylaws. 

3. Requests for non-members or families to be buried will be 
handled by the corporation board as follows: 

·  Person(s) living within the community may be buried. 
·  Immediate family of person(s) living within the 

community may be buried. 
·  Person(s) having any family member buried in the 

cemetery may be buried. 
·  Person(s) or family having no connection in prior years 

to Trinity Methodist Church or Cemetery will not be 
authorized for burial. 

 

Obituaries 

Willie Irene Craft Tramel  passed away on September 17, 2005; 
she was 91 years old and is survived by her sons Doug and 
Butch Tramel and her daughter Betty Ross. She was the wife of 
Willie Elton Tramel (Snook) who passed away in 1980. She was 
buried at Double Church Cemetery. 

Board of Directors 

The current Board of Directors is: 

Name Office 
Term 

Expires 

Mickey Thompson Director, President  2010 

Dairel Boykin Director, Vice-President 2008 

Bill Tramel Secretary-Treasurer 2006 

Lee Middleton Director 2009 

Robert Webb Director 2006 

Doris Bailey Director 2007 

 

Brief History of Trinity Methodist Church 

A document from Millsaps College in Jackson shows that the first 
Pastor in Charge at Trinity Methodist Episcopal Church was 
William Price from 1847-1848. Since others believe that Trinity 
Church was established in 1850, it is possible that the 
appointment of William Price in 1847 was to a mission and not an 
actual church. At any rate, we date the beginnings of Trinity 
Methodist Church from 1847, putting its current age at 158 years, 
with our celebrating the 159th year at the next Homecoming in 
July 2006. 

There are no records dating any structures prior to the present 
one; however, we know that the immediately prior structure was 
located within the present cemetery, near the graves of Jessie 
Lee Rogers and S.L. Stewart. At that time the road passed near 
the building. You can still see the orientation of that road. 

In 1937 the membership voted for the church to be moved; Rev. 
O.H. Scott was the pastor at the time. Steve and Mattie Thornton 
donated land on which to place the new structure, but it should 
be noted that the current building is not located upon this land. 

The U.S. Government gave timber to the conference for the 
church to be built; the members cut the timber, carried it to a saw 
mill, and had it sawn and planed to build the church. Walter 
Husband and the church members built the church. 

Regular church services ceased in the early 1970s due to people 
moving away from the area, resulting in declining attendance. In 
1998 the Mississippi Methodist Conference deeded the church 
property to the cemetery association. 

An interesting item is that although church services ceased in the 
1970s, Trinity continued to have members. Here’s a quote from 
December 1988 from the retired minister Rev. William D. Waugh: 
“Trinity began the year with 61 members, but still don’t know 
where all of them are.” 

In future newsletters, I’ll publish other historical information such 
as the pastor and membership registers. If anyone has any 
information of a historical nature regarding the cemetery or the 
church, please let me know – even if it is just undocumented 
recollections or stories of times long ago. 

Donations and Contact Information 

Any donations that are received are used for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the Cemetery and Church. This includes keeping 
the grass cut, fixing anything that breaks, paying the utilities and 
insurance, and having occasional projects to enhance the Church 
or Cemetery. 

Please send any donations (they are tax deductible) to me at: 

Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc. 
c/o Bill Tramel 
280 Huckleberry Lane 
Jackson, MS 39208 

If your donation is in memory or honor of someone, indicate it 
with your donation. You and your honoree / memorialee will 
receive acknowledgements of your gift. If the honoree / 
memorialee is not on my mailing list, I would appreciate it if you 
would let me know their address so that I can send them the 
acknowledgement. 

While in Smith County I can be reached at 601-782-4285, and 
the address is 1672 SCR 117, Raleigh, MS 39153 . 

I may also be reached in the Brandon area at 601-932-9161. For 
those of you that are Internet savvy, my e-mail address is: 
bt@sandbranch.com . 
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Trinity Methodist Church is located in Smith County 
about 5 miles NorthEast of Raleigh at the intersection 
of Smith County Roads 119 and 120. The official 
address of the church is 2611 SCR 120; but please do 
not send any mail to this address; there is no mailbox. 

 

 

159th Anniversary 
Celebration 

Sunday, July 16, 2006 

  

 
Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery 
c/o Bill Tramel 
280 Huckleberry Lane 
Jackson, MS 39208 
 

 

 

Trinity Methodist Church 
Smith County, Mississippi 

5 miles Northeast of Raleigh  


