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Handicap Entrance Ramp  

The handicap entrance ramp was completed in time for the fifth 
Sunday service on June 29th and Homecoming on July 20th. The 
total cost for the materials was $2,304.64. So far we have 
received donations totaling $1,320.00 to cover this expense. 
This means we are $984.64 “in the hole”. If you would like to 
make a contribution targeted specifically to the handicap ramp 
cost, please indicate it on your check. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wedding at Trinity!  

Derek Bruce  and Alyssa Graham  were married at Trinity on 
May 23, 2008. Derek is the son of Wayne Bruce and the 
grandson of Prentiss and Margie Bruce. 

Bob & Nelda Jean Bailey 50 th Wedding Anniversary  

Bob and Nelda Jean (Welburn) Bailey celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary at Trinity on May 31, 2008. 

New Hymnals “ Drive ”  

As many of you know the current Cokesbury hymnals were 
purchased in the 1950s, with most of them in pretty bad shape. 
So far we have received $60 in donations targeted for the 
purchase of new hymnals. If you would like to make a donation 
toward this purchase, please indicate it on your check. If we 
simply replace the hymnals with new hymnals of the current 
edition, the cost will be around $850 for 60 (the minimum we 
should get). I may be able to get the cost down to $650-700 if 
purchased from a discount place (like amazon.com). 

We will not make any purchase until sufficient donations have 
been received. I will keep you informed on the progress toward 
this goal in subsequent newsletters. 

Newsletter Recipient Statistics  

Here are some interesting numbers related to this edition of the 
Trinity Methodist Newsletter. There are a total of 238 
families/individuals on the mailing list that receive the newsletter. 
22 of these receive the newsletter only by retrieving it from the 
website (www.trinitymeth.com) after I notify them by e-mail. 
Another 35 get the notification by e-mail and also receive the 
newsletter by postal mail. 181 receive the newsletter only by 
postal mail. This means that 216 receive the newsletter by 
postal mail (181+35). 

If I do not have your e-mail address and you would like to 
receive e-mails from me when a new newsletter is available, 
please let me know; my address is: bt@sandbranch.com (or 
info@trinitymeth.com). You can also indicate if you do not need 
a hardcopy mailed to you via postal mail. 

Missing Person  

The May 2008 newsletter that I mailed to Eleanor Humphries 
was returned to me as having an incorrect address. If anybody 
has her new address and she wants to continue receiving the 
newsletter, please contact me. 

2008 Cemetery Association Meeting  

Before the Homecoming celebration on July 20th we had our 
annual Cemetery Association meeting. Here is an abbreviated 
version of the minutes of the meeting. 

Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc. held its annual meeting 
on Sunday, July 20, 2008, at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
Raleigh, MS. The meeting was called to order at 10:10am by 
Board President, Mickey Thompson . 

The Secretary-Treasurer passed out the minutes of last year's 
annual meeting (July 15, 2007), which were then approved. The 
Secretary-Treasurer then went over the financial activity for the 
past year (July 1, 2007 to June 30, 2008). 

It was reported at the 2007 annual meeting that the accumulated 
net interest amount was $478.06. Since we received a $47.06 
directed donation this year for an expense that occurred last 
year (the purchase of two trees), this increased the 2007 
accumulated net interest amount to $525.12. 

For this year, moving the expenses and donations for the church 
remodeling and the handicap ramp to separate “accounts” 
results in the church remodeling account having a positive  
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balance of $239.51 (donations of $2,180.00 minus expenses of 
$1,940.49) and the handicap ramp account having a negative  
balance of $1,054.64 (donations of $1,250.00 minus expenses 
of $2,304.64). The $239.51 balance in the church remodeling 
account will remain unless directed otherwise by those that 
made the donations. The negative balance of $1,054.64 in the 
handicap ramp account can only come from the general fund 
and can be only be offset by future directed donations. 

This all results in a current (as of June 30, 2008) accumulated 
net interest amount of -$1,306.02. Note that this is a negative 
amount. Our bylaws state that we can only spend interest 
income and not the principal; additional projects should not be 
funded until this amount goes positive. This can only occur with 
increased interest income or additional directed donations. 

Several financial reports were presented, including a 
comparison report showing income and expenses for the last 
eleven years. 

Possible future projects were mentioned: replacing the electrical 
wiring (it is frayed in places) and replacing the current 
Cokesbury hymnals (they are over 50 years old). It was decided 
to keep the current pew arrangement (with angled side rows) 
and to use the pulpit from the old church instead of the one from 
the 1950s; Wayne Walker  volunteered to refinish it. 

An election was called to replace Dairel Boykin  whose term 
expired this year; Richard Gilreath  was elected to serve for five 
years. The President then called for the election of a Secretary-
Treasurer, whose term also expires this month; Bill Tramel  was 
re-elected as Secretary-Treasurer for a one-year term. 

With no other business to cover, the annual meeting adjourned 
at 10:30am. The next annual meeting will be July 19, 2009 - the 
third Sunday in July. 

Memoriums / Honoriums  

The following have had donations made to the Cemetery Fund 
in their name since the last newsletter: 

·  Rich & Carrie Hester 
·  S.L. Stewart 

·  Mondell Tramel 

 

Board of Directors 

The current Board of Directors is: 

Name Office 
Term 

Expires 

Mickey Thompson Director, President  2010 

Bill Tramel Secretary-Treasurer 2009 

Lee Middleton Director 2009 

Steve Bruntlett, Jr. Director 2011 

Wayne Walker Director 2012 

Richard Gilreath Director 2013 

 

Past Fifth Sunday Services 

We had 24 people attending the fifth Sunday service on June 
29th; the speaker was Rev. J.R. Hall . 

For the August 31st service 26 people attended to hear the 
message given by Rev. Ron Dufour . 

November Fifth Sunday Service 

For the service on November 30th (beginning at 10am) the 
speaker will be Rev. J.R. Hall . I expect to see many of you 
there! 

2008 Homecoming Celebration  

We had 60 people attend the Homecoming celebration on July 
20th this year. A stirring message was given by Rev. Mark 
Thompson  and several people and groups sang, including 
Nelda Jean Bailey , Lester Ray Boykin , Jonathan & Sheryl 
Thompson , Laura Foxworth , and the quartet from Raleigh 
Methodist. After the singing and preaching, we all shared dinner 
and visited. If you missed it this year, please put next year’s 
Homecoming on July 19, 2009 on your calendar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Board President Mickey Thompson. 

Jonathan Thompson, accompanied by his mother, Sheryl. 
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2009 Fifth Sunday Services 

For 2009 the fifth Sundays are: March 29, May 31, August 30, 
and November 29. I will not be handling the fifth Sundays for 
2009 so I need someone to step forward and volunteer to 
handle all aspects of the fifth Sunday services. This includes 
making the arrangements for the speaker, coordinating / 
selecting the music (including the accompanist), announcing the 
service in the local paper, and coordinating the flow of the 
service. In general, this means just handling everything to do 
with the fifth Sunday services. 

If someone does not volunteer we will have to discontinue these 
services, so please contact me. 

2009 Homecoming 

Homecoming for 2009 will be on July 19th. You have plenty of 
time to prepare, so please mark your calendars now. I expect to 
issue the next newsletter in May or June of 2009, so you’ll get 
one more notice. 

Trinity Mailing List 

Earlier in the newsletter I mentioned that I now send out 216 
newsletters by regular postal mail (plus 22 by e-mail only). That 
means 216 newsletters need to be printed, folded, and stamped. 
Some of those 216 may no longer have an interest in receiving 
this newsletter. If that is the case, it would save time (and 
expense), if I were able to remove those people from the mailing 
list.  

To address this issue I am hoping in the next several months to 
send out letters / postcards to those on the postal mailing list. If 
you receive the letter, you will need to return the (pre-addressed 
and postage paid) card to continue to receive the newsletter.  

Obituaries 

Estelle Austin passed away on August 21, 2008; she was 93 
years old. 

Raleigh Methodist Church quartet – Lester Ray Boykin, Linda 
McLaurin, Mary Stella Harrison, and Miriam Bowen with Mary 
Edmond on the piano (hidden). 

Undean Thompson 

Wayne Walker and others 

Everyone getting ready to eat 



  
 

Donations and Contact Information 

Any donations (they are tax deductible) are used for the upkeep and 
maintenance of the Cemetery and Church. You can send them to me at: 

Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc. 
c/o Bill Tramel 
P.O. Box 35 
Raleigh, MS 39153 

If your donation is in memory or honor of someone, indicate it with your 
donation. You and your honoree or memorialee family will receive 
acknowledgements of your gift.  

My telephone number is 601-782-4285, my cell phone number is 601-750-
1349, my physical address is 1482 Smith County Road 117 (please use 
the above P.O. box for all mail!!), and my e-mail address is: 
bt@sandbranch.com . 

For those with Internet access the Trinity website is located at: 
www.trinitymeth.com . Cemetery pictures and information as well as past 
newsletters are located there. Suggestions and comments are welcomed 
and solicited. 

 

Fifth Sunday Services 

November 30, 2008 – 10:00 am 

 

 

 

Trinity Homecoming 
(162nd Anniversary) 

July 19, 2009 

Trinity Methodist Church 
Smith County, Mississippi 

5 miles Northeast of Raleigh 

(Intersection of Smith County Roads 
119 and 120) 

 

 

Trinity Methodist Church Cemetery, Inc. 
c/o Bill Tramel 
P.O. Box 35 
Raleigh, MS 39153 

 

 

 
 


